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SUBJECT: GOP ISSUES STATISTICS ON AMNESTY AND DETAINEES 

REE: STATE 124645 

1. SUMMARY: GOP DEFENSE DEPARTMENT HAS ISSUED 64-PAGE 
BOOK ON "PHILIPPINE MARTIAL LAW AND HUMAN RIGHTS" CONTAIN- 
ING BRIEF SECTIONS ON AMNESTY AND DETAINEES. IT REPORTS 
THAT 3,342 AMNESTY APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED AND 
1,647 HAVE BEEN APPROVED THUS FAR. AS OF APRIL 24, 

MILITARY DETAINEES NUMBERED 2,015, OF WHOM 473 ARE CHARGED 
WITH SECURITY-RELATED CRIMES. NO NAMES ARE PROVIDED. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. A UN-SPONOSRED REGIONAL MEETING ON CRIME PREVENTION 
AND TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS OPENED IN MANILA MAY 14. FOR 
THE EDIEICATION OE CONFEREES, OOP'S DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL 
DEFENSE DISTRIBUTED 64-PAGE BRIEFING BOOK ENTITLED 
"PHILIPPINE MARTIAL LAW AND HUMAN RIGHTS." BRIEF SECTIONS 
ON "AMNESTY" AND "NO POLITICAL PRISONERS" ARE QUOTED IN 
FULL BELOW. 

3. BEGIN QUOTE: AMNESTY. THE GOVERNMENT IS AWARE THAT 
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MANY OF THE MEMBERS AND FOLLOWERS OE SUBVERSIVE ASSOCIA- 
TIONS, ACTIVIST GROUPS, AND ERONT ORGANIZATIONS, ARE NOT 
DIE-HARD IDEOLOGICAL BELIEVERS OE THE SUBVERSIVE MOVEMENT, 
BUT HAD BEEN DRAWN INTO IT BECAUSE OF THEIR ASSOCIATION 
WITH, OR AS A RESULT OF THEIR SUBTLE INDOCTRINATION BY ITS 
HARD-CORE LEADERS. 

- AS MISGUIDED ELEMENTS IN PHILIPPINE SOCIETY, THEY HAVE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


BEEN TREATED BY THE GOVERNMENT WITH COMPASSION AND UNDER- 
STANDING SO THAT THEY MAY REGAIN THEIR EAITH IN THE DULY 
CONSTITUTED AUTHORITIES AND BECOME CO-WORKERS IN THE 
ATTAINMENT OE THE OBJECTIVES TO REEORM THE COUNTRY'S 
SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL STRUCTURES. THUS, AS EARLY 
AS 1 1 JANUARY 1973 OR ABOUT THREE (3) MONTHS ALTER THE 
PROCLAMATION OP MARTIAL LAW, THE PRESIDENT, BY PRESI- 
DENTIAL DECREES, PROCLAIMED AMNESTY POR CERTAIN DEFENDERS. 
TO DATE, NO LESS THAN TEN (10) AMNESTY DECREES HAVE BEEN 
ISSUED BY THE PRESIDENT COVERING PRACTICALLY ALL SEGMENTS 
OP SUBVERSIVE ASSOCIATIONS AND PRONT ORGANIZATIONS. 

- TO IMPLEMENT SAID DECREES, TWELVE (12) AMNESTY COMMIS- 
SIONS, ASSISTED BY PROVINCIAL AMNESTY TEAMS, WERE 
CONSTITUTED TO HANDLE THE PROCESSING OP AMNESTY APPLICA- 
TIONS. TO DATE, THE GOVERNMENT HAS RECEIVED A TOTAL OP 
3,342 APPLICATIONS, OP WHICH 1,647 WERE RECOMMENDED 
PAVORABLY BY THE COMMISSION AND APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT. 
PIFTY SEVEN (57) APPLICATIONS WERE DENIED BY THE PRESIDENT; 

240 APPLICATIONS ARE STILL PENDING PRESIDENTIAL ACTION. 
THIRTEEN APPLICATIONS WERE VOLUNTARILY WITHDRAWN BY 
APPLICANTS. THE COMMISSIONS ARE STILL CONSIDERING THE 
REMAINING 1,369 OTHER APPLICATIONS. 

4. NO POLITICAL PRISONERS. IN THE PHILIPPINES, THERE IS 

NO PERSON WHO IS DETAINED POR HIS POLITICAL BELIEPS. ALL 
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PERSONS DETAINED WERE ARRESTED ON CRIMINAL CHARGES. 
MAJORITY OP THE DETAINEES ARE CHARGED WITH SUCH COMMON 
CRIMES AS MURDER, HOMICIDE, RAPE, ROBBERY, SERIOUS 
PHYSICAL INJURIES AND SWINDLING. THE REST ARE ACCUSED OP 
VIOLATING THE LAWS ON PUBLIC ORDER SUCH AS THE ANTI-SUB- 
VERSION LAW (REPUBLIC ACT NO. 1700). 

- AS OP 24 APRIL 1978, A TOTAL OF 2,015 PERSONS ARE 

STILL UNDER MILITARY CUSTODY. 1,632 ARE BEING HELD FOR 
COMMON CRIMES AND THE REMAINING 473 FOR VARIOUS VIOLATIONS 
OF THE EXISTING LAWS ON SEDITION, REBELLION AND SUBVER- 
SION. END QUOTE. 

5. COMMENT: WE NOTE THAT NEITHER SET OP FIGURES - 
NEITHER AMNESTY APPLICATIONS NOR MILITARY DETAINEES - 
ADDS UP INTERNALLY TO THE TOTALS PROVIDED. WE CAN OPPER 
NO GUIDANCE AS TO HOW TO RECONCILE THEM. END COMMENT. 

6. COPY OP COMPLETE BOOK POUCHED TO EA/PHL. TOUSSAINT 


LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DATA, AMNESTY, PRISONERS RELEASE 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 may 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MANILA08358 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780214-1139 

Format: TEL 
From: MANILA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780534/aaaabcaa.tel 

Line Count: 112 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: f9ba8a99-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 124645 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2617322 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOP ISSUES STATISTICS ON AMNESTY AND DETAINEES 
TAGS: SHUM, RP 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f9ba8a99-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



